pressing the point, having first settled the
gamecock on his extemporised perch and taken
an affectionate farewell of the pigling. Latimer
undressed and got into bed with all due speed,
judging that the pig would abate its inquisitorial
restlessness once the light was turned out. As a
substitute for a cosy, straw-bedded sty the room
offered, at first inspection, few attractions, but
the disconsolate animal suddenly discovered an
appliance in which the most luxuriously contrived
piggeries were notably deficient. The sharp edge
of the underneath part of the bed was pitched at
exactly the right elevation to permit the pigling to
scrape himself ecstatically backwards and
forwards, with an artistic humping of the back at
the crucial moment and an accompanying gurgle
of long-drawn delight. The gamecock, who may
have fancied that he was being rocked in the
branches of a pine-tree, bore the motion with
greater fortitude than Latimer was able to
command. A series of slaps directed at the pig's
body were accepted more as an additional and
pleasing irritant than as a criticism of conduct or a
hint to desist; evidently something more than a
man's firm hand was needed to deal with the
case. Latimer slipped out of bed in search of a
weapon of dissuasion. There was sufficient light in

The Lull
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to the fore."

"On state occasions I always wear a black ribbon
in my hair," said Vera with crushing dignity.

Latimer Springfield was a rather cheerless, oldish
young man, who went into politics somewhat in
the spirit in which other people might go into
half-mourning. Without being an enthusiast,
however, he was a fairly strenuous plodder, and
Mrs. Durmot had been reasonably near the mark
in asserting that he was working at high pressure
over this election. The restful lull which his
hostess enforced on him was decidedly welcome,
and yet the nervous excitement of the contest
had too great a hold on him to be totally
banished.

"I know he's going to sit up half the night working
up points for his final speeches," said Mrs.
Durmot regretfully; "however, we've kept politics
at arm's length all the afternoon and evening.
More than that we cannot do."

"That remains to be seen," said Vera, but she said
it to herself.

Latimer had scarcely shut his bedroom door
before he was immersed in a sheaf of notes and
pamphlets, while a fountain-pen and pocket-book
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sustained attack on the sleeping and temporarily
inoffensive pigling, and the duel which followed
was desperate and embittered beyond any
possibility of effective intervention. The feathered
combatant had the advantage of being able, when
hard pressed, to take refuge on the bed, and
freely availed himself of this circumstance; the
pigling never quite succeeded in hurling himself
on to the same eminence, but it was not from
want of trying.

Neither side could claim any decisive success, and
the struggle had been practically fought to a
standstill by the time that the maid appeared with
the early morning tea.

"Lor, sir," she exclaimed in undisguised
astonishment, "do you want those animals in your
room?"

Want!

The pigling, as though aware that it might have
outstayed its welcome, dashed out at the door,
and the gamecock followed it at a more dignified
pace.

"If Miss Vera's dog sees that pig --!" exclaimed
the maid, and hurried off to avert such a
catastrophe.
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"There is no outside," said Vera impressively,
"nothing but a waste of dark, swirling waters. The
reservoir at Brinkley has burst."

"I didn't know there was a reservoir at Brinkley,"
said Latimer.

"Well, there isn't now, it's jolly well all over the
place, and as we stand particularly low we're the
centre of an inland sea just at present. You see
the river has overflowed its banks as well."

"Good gracious! Have any lives been lost?"

"Heaps, I should say. The second housemaid has
already identified three bodies that have floated
past the billiard-room window as being the young
man she's engaged to. Either she's engaged to a
large assortment of the population round here or
else she's very careless at identification. Of
course it may be the same body coming round
again and again in a swirl; I hadn't thought of
that."

"But we ought to go out and do rescue work,
oughtn't we?" said Latimer, with the instinct of a
Parliamentary candidate for getting into the local
limelight.
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