suddenly heard a noise which set his heart
thumping in a miserable fever of fear. 'There was
a scraping and shuffling as of some animal or
animals trying to climb up to the footboard. In
another moment, through the snow-encrusted
glass of the carriage window, he saw a gaunt
prick-eared head, with gaping jaw and lolling
tongue and gleaming teeth; a second later
another head shot up.

"There are hundreds of them," whispered
Abbleway; "they have scented us. They will tear
the carriage to pieces. We shall be devoured."

"Not me, on my name-day. The holy Maria
Kleopha would not permit it," said the woman
with provoking calm.

The heads dropped down from the window and an
uncanny silence fell on the beleaguered carriage.
Abbleway neither moved nor spoke. Perhaps the
brutes had not clearly seen or winded the human
occupants of the carriage, and had prowled away
on some other errand of rapine.

The long torture-laden minutes passed slowly
away.

"It grows cold," said the woman suddenly,
crossing over to the far end of the carriage, where

The Name Day

Saki (H H Munro)

2iFEFLEE=EILN

6 9y so|ge3ed JO 9403S 3Sapow Sy Jo uolssassod
bupel sem ay sy ‘Jjiel auiwej e 0jul papuedxd

J1ey Aouasbiswa Jay 240j9q UBUOIY USA3|D By] I3y

Aed 03 panIny pue ‘wey ayl uo ind aAey pjnom

9ys 2014d Jeym J|aswiy 03 paJtsapuom Aema|qqy

L Aep-aweu Aw uo aAey

NOA 39| Jouued T 1ey3 Ing ‘wey Jo 229id e s| aJdayl
"]IB Ul USUOJY USA3JD ‘usuoJdy 9ady3 Jayjoue aq
|I!M 3Byl *9ABY NOA 39] ued T eyl pealq jo adaid

B pue 9)ed-A3uoy e pue 2s29yd Jajeyjuswwg

Jo 9091d |jlewsS e 2ARY T "YdBd UdUO0JY JNOoy

1500 Aayl aJay Inqg ‘buiyiou 1oj sn 03 usaAib aq |Im
Aay] 1gnop ou asipeded ul pue ‘Jadeayd wayy Ang
ued noA weuby u1 306 03 su1ayjo Aue j,uale auayl
asnedaq, ‘2160] ssoausjad Yyum ‘urwiom ayy pies

L, uieay siyl uo Jadeayd Aue wayl 196 Jouued noy,

.iebesnes-poojq e Jo}
usuo.y Inoy, ‘Aema|qqy pawiepxa ,jusuody Jno4,

. 9o91de usuouy
Anoy aue sabesnes-poo|q asay3, ‘uewWOM dy3 ples
./1eap Auan awodaq sbuiyy Juspiodoe Aemjied e ug,

"WISBISNYIUD 2Wos Yyim Aemalqqy pies ,‘wayl
40 91dnod e uo4 d231de u3||ay Ayl NOA SAID ||Im T,

. sdoys umoy
9y3 ul Jeap ade sbuiyy yoes 499y aAl-Ajuamy

3U3 U3IM Ing ‘92J9Wwwod JO Sdiejje wnipwny

ul pabebua ||13s ‘a4943 wiy dosx 03 panujjuod
‘21ayy wiy juas buiaey ‘pue ‘euuslp Jo A3 Jey
93 031 puelJta ssauisng diesold e uo Aep auo wiy
puaS 03 }} MBS 10J PaXJ0M 3y Jeyl Wl 3yl "UmMo}
A13unod ysi|bug ue jo asaydsowie paJapJo ayj ul
ueyj jsulebe paenb 0] Ases ss9| a4am SaUnjusaApe
aJaym spue| abueuls ojul sueaA Jaie| ul Aema|qqy
IsnJy3 yoiym abenbue| |epiawiwod ueyiodw ue
UM Ajueljiue) padJojud Siyl Sem 3] 'dwoy SU0SS3)|
siy BuiAlp Ul spoylaw pauolysej-pjo paAojdwa
‘sy0algns udapow jybnel ay ybnoys ‘oym ‘aaisew
sabenbue|-ubiaio) e JO saysim passaldxa-Ajuie|d
ay3 03 9ouaJajap Jo 1IN0 anbuol uewlas) sy Jo
abpaimoux ybnoioyy e padinboe Ajbuljimun pey ay
[O0YDS 1y "Uuol3elISay IN0YIM Aem dy3 palapualins
aAeY p|nom ay Aem siy sawod pey yejn peW e 4o
Hbop pew e JI "sbuizsaw |eanijod e sjuswpuawe
9|13soy jo buirow ay3 pue ‘syseaq p|im

papunom jo Bupdes] ayi ‘sapesnud wnjs ‘sanbiiul
1S1|deD SpIoAR AJ9AI3DURSUL JRY) uoiisodsip

4O 10S 3y3 UM aunieN Ag pamopus uaaq

pey Aema|qqy sawer uyor "piwil Ajjeuoianiisuod
ay3 o3 ‘buiyaa ay3 03 ‘snoanjudaApe-uou

3y3 03 aJ4e AsY3 ual40 se 33INY 'ShoJdnjudApe

ay] 031 aJe ‘guanold ayj 03 buipaodde ‘saunjuanpy




siasoqoid CO Licilsail=l=IlA

‘ v ELLL6'L'SE
W4 4
i1
| lemody 1 —

)

*2Jeys pue 1no julid ‘peojumop 03 s|gejieAe
Aj934) 2q 03 paubisap ale syooga NOISN44Id
N*BI0 UoISNIP MMM

9

800¢C £Z:¥S:ST S JBN PSM :UO pajesa.d
(olunp H H) dles
Aeq sweN aylL

possibilities of romance and adventure, or even
misadventure, jostling at his elbow. After two and
a half years of exile, however, John James
Abbleway had embarked on only one hazardous
undertaking, and that was of a nature which
would assuredly have overtaken him sooner or
later if he had been leading a sheltered,

stay-at-home existence at Dorking or Huntingdon.

He fell placidly in love with a placidly lovable
English girl, the sister of one of his commercial
colleagues, who was improving her mind by a
short trip to foreign parts, and in due course he
was formally accepted as the young man she was
engaged to. The further step by which she was to
become Mrs. John Abbleway was to take place a
twelvemonth hence in a town in the English
midlands, by which time the firm that employed
John James would have no further need for his
presence in the Austrian capital.

It was early in April, two months after the
installation of Abbleway as the young man Miss
Penning was engaged to, when he received a
letter from her, written from Venice. She was still
peregrinating under the wing of her brother, and
as the latter's business arrangements would take
him across to Fiume for a day or two, she had
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very powerful engine ploughed its way with
increasing difficulty. The Vienna-Fiume line is
scarcely the best equipped of the Austrian State
railways, and Abbleway began to have serious
fears for a breakdown. The train had slowed down
to a painful and precarious crawl and presently
came to a halt at a spot where the drifting snow
had accumulated in a formidable barrier. The
engine made a special effort and broke through
the obstruction, but in the course of another
twenty minutes it was again held up. The process
of breaking through was renewed, and the train
doggedly resumed its way, encountering and
surmounting fresh hindrances at frequent
intervals. After a standstill of unusually long
duration in a particularly deep drift the
compartment in which Abbleway was sitting gave
a huge jerk and a lurch, and then seemed to
remain stationary; it undoubtedly was not
moving, and yet he could hear the puffing of the
engine and the slow rumbling and jolting of
wheels. The puffing and rumbling grew fainter, as
though it were dying away through the agency of
intervening distance. Abbleway suddenly gave
vent to an exclamation of scandalised alarm,
opened the window, and peered out into the
snowstorm. The flakes perched on his eyelashes
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"Are those -- dogs?" he called weakly.

"My cousin Karl's dogs, yes," she answered; "that
is his inn, over beyond the trees. I knew it was
there, but I did not want to take you there; he is
always grasping with strangers. However, it
grows too cold to remain in the train. Ah, ah, see
what comes!"

A whistle sounded, and a relief engine made its
appearance, snorting its way sulkily through the
snow. Abbleway did not have the opportunity for
finding out whether Karl was really avaricious.

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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He entered the carriage and made his momentous
announcement in the best approach to Croat
speech that he could achieve.

"The train has broken away and left us!"

The woman shook her head with a movement that
might be intended to convey resignation to the
will of heaven, but probably meant
noncomprehension. Abbleway repeated his
information with variations of Slavonic tongues
and generous displays of pantomime.

"Ah," said the woman at last in German dialect,
"the train has gone? We are left. Ah, so."

She seemed about as much interested as though
Abbleway had told her the result of the municipal
elections in Amsterdam.

"They will find out at some station, and when the
line is clear of snow they will send an engine. It
happens that way sometimes."

"We may be here all night!" exclaimed Abbleway.

The woman nodded as though she thought it
possible.

"Are there wolves in these parts?" asked
Abbleway hurriedly.
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