once to play the 'Star-spangled Banner,' then a
Sousa march, and then the 'Star-spangled
Banner' again. It must be an American millionaire,
and he's evidently got a very big price for it; he's
just beaming and chuckling with satisfaction."

"We must ask him who has bought it," said Mrs.
Nougat-Jones.

"Hush! no, don't. Let's buy some of his sketches,
quick, before we are supposed to know that he's
famous; otherwise he'll be doubling the prices. I
am so glad he's had a success at last. I always
believed in him, you know."

For the sum of ten shillings each Miss Strubble
acquired the drawings of the camel dying in Upper
Berkeley Street and of the giraffes quenching
their thirst in Trafalgar Square; at the same price
Mrs. Nougat-Jones secured the study of roosting
sand-grouse. A more ambitious picture, "Wolves
and wapiti fighting on the steps of the Athenaeum
Club," found a purchaser at fifteen shillings.

"And now what are your plans?" asked a young
man who contributed occasional paragraphs to an
artistic weekly.

"I go back to Stolpmunde as soon as the ship
sails," said the artist, "and I do not return.

On Approval

Saki (H H Munro)
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Well, there was a ship that left Stolpmunde for
London twice a month, that carried few
passengers, but carried them cheaply; the railway
fares to Munich or Paris were not cheap. Thus it
was that he came to select London as the scene
of his great adventure.

The question that had long and seriously agitated
the frequenters of the Nuremberg was whether
this goose-boy migrant was really a soul-driven
genius, spreading his wings to the light, or merely
an enterprising young man who fancied he could
paint and was pardonably anxious to escape from
the monotony of rye bread diet and the sandy,
swine-bestrewn plains of Pomerania. There was
reasonable ground for doubt and caution; the
artistic groups that foregathered at the little
restaurant contained so many young women with
short hair and so many young men with long hair,
who supposed themselves to be abnormally gifted
in the domain of music, poetry, painting, or
stagecraft, with little or nothing to support the
supposition, that a self-announced genius of any
sort in their midst was inevitably suspect. On the
other hand, there was the ever-imminent danger
of entertaining, and snubbing, an angel unawares.
There had been the lamentable case of Sledonti,
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bulky black portfolio on to the chair opposite him,
nod round indiscriminately at his fellow-guests,
and commence the serious business of eating and
drinking. When the coffee stage was reached he
would light a cigarette, draw the portfolio over to
him, and begin to rummage among its contents.
With slow deliberation he would select a few of his
more recent studies and sketches, and silently
pass them round from table to table, paying
especial attention to any new diners who might be
present. On the back of each sketch was marked
in plain figures the announcement "Price ten
shillings."

If his work was not obviously stamped with the
hall-mark of genius, at any rate it was remarkable
for its choice of an unusual and unvarying theme.
His pictures always represented some well-known
street or public place in London, fallen into decay
and denuded of its human population, in the place
of which there roamed a wild fauna, which, from
its wealth of exotic species, must have originally
escaped from Zoological Gardens and travelling
beast shows. "Giraffes drinking at the fountain
pools, Trafalgar Square," was one of the most
notable and characteristic of his studies, while
even more sensational was the gruesome picture
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"No good. It is too big to carry to Stolpmunde. I 12 11

burn it."

In time he will be forgotten, but at present
Knopfschrank is almost as sore a subject as
Sledonti with some of the frequenters of the
Nuremberg Restaurant, Owl Street, Soho.

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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week, 'Sand-grouse roosting on the Albert
Memorial,' was very impressive, and of course I
could see there was good workmanship in it and
breadth of treatment; but it didn't in the least
convey the Albert Memorial to me, and Sir James
Beanquest tells me that sand-grouse don't roost,
they sleep on the ground."

Whatever talent or genius the Pomeranian artist
might possess, it certainly failed to receive
commercial sanction. The portfolio remained
bulky with unsold sketches, and the "Euston
Siesta," as the wits of the Nuremberg nicknamed
the large canvas, was still in the market. The
outward and visible signs of financial
embarrassment began to be noticeable; the
half-bottle of cheap claret at dinner-time gave
way to a small glass of lager, and this in turn was
displaced by water. The one-and-sixpenny set
dinner receded from an everyday event to a
Sunday extravagance; on ordinary days the artist
contented himself with a sevenpenny omelette
and some bread and cheese, and there were
evenings when he did not put in an appearance at
all. On the rare occasions when he spoke of his
own affairs it was observed that he began to talk
more about Pomerania and less about the great

pip sauor-1ebnopN sin eyl pajuioddesip pawaas
pue ‘paddeus ay ,‘yoea aouad auiu buljjiyss auiIn,,

‘yjnow Siy Jo saul| 8yl pauapley pue ‘saAs
S,3SIHe 9Uj 0ju| SSBUID|R PaudBME JO DUIM]
e 3ybnouq »ona3s oq 03 uiebieq e jo uonsabbns

aJaw ay] -juesead e sAem|e ‘Juesead e aouQ

.-~ Sbul|iys uanas

10 XIS MsSe 0] aJam NOoA JiI sdeydad "JJO ||]oM JBAO0

jou aJe oym ajdoad 03 ‘moux NOA ‘uoijelapisuod e
sAem|e si sbuljiys ua] ‘maj e Anq 03 pe|b ag pjnom
SN JO SWOS ‘SS3| 9|33!| B 40} WaY] 494J0 0] 24aMm

noA J1,, ‘sauor-jebnopN ‘sl paisabbns ,‘sdeydad,,

4-- S9UJ19S AW JO SWOS ||9S p|nod

I 41 "sbuljjiyss may e amo I aJay uaazg sbuibpoj

AW je 9Mo T Jey3 Asuow Si aJay] pue ‘epunwd|ols
03 abessed diys ay3 si 249yl jAsuow 3500 ¥ ‘yv,

"AlInj1oe} payise
3UO 2WO0S ,,¢1ISIA B U0 awoy ob noA j,uop Aym,,

. 91ealdde jJou S| e {2Al] 03 }NDILIP ST

9J9H "2J3yj sem I JI Jo)je »oo| 03 buidjay aq p|nod
I "491Je paX 00| 2Q IShW pue ‘3saAley Jalje spial
9U3 03Ul IN0 USALIP 3JB SDUIMUDS 3y, ‘AJInjasim
pies ay ,’sh yiim mou aJayj awi} Asng e si 31,

"Je Jo plIom



