was once hunted into a cemetery somewhere on
the banks of the Ganges by a pack of pariah dogs,
and had to spend the night in a newly dug grave
with the creatures snarling and grinning and
foaming just above him. Enough to make anyone
their nerve."

Romance at short notice was her speciality.

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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"Hardly a soul," said Framton. "My sister was
staying here, at the rectory, you know, some four
years ago, and she gave me letters of
introduction to some of the people here."

He made the last statement in a tone of distinct
regret.

"Then you know practically nothing about my
aunt?" pursued the self-possessed young lady.

"Only her name and address," admitted the caller.
He was wondering whether Mrs. Sappleton was in
the married or widowed state. An undefinable
something about the room seemed to suggest
masculine habitation.

"Her great tragedy happened just three years
ago," said the child; "that would be since your
sister's time."

"Her tragedy?" asked Framton; somehow in this
restful country spot tragedies seemed out of
place.

"You may wonder why we keep that window wide
open on an October afternoon," said the niece,
indicating a large French window that opened on
to a lawn.
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like this, I almost get a creepy feeling that they
will all walk in through that window --"

She broke off with a little shudder. It was a relief
to Framton when the aunt bustled into the room

with a whirl of apologies for being late in making
her appearance.

"I hope Vera has been amusing you?" she said.
"She has been very interesting," said Framton.

"I hope you don't mind the open window," said

Mrs. Sappleton briskly; "my husband and brothers

will be home directly from shooting, and they
always come in this way. They've been out for

snipe in the marshes today, so they'll make a fine
mess over my poor carpets. So like you men-folk,

isn't it?"

She rattled on cheerfully about the shooting and

the scarcity of birds, and the prospects for duck in

the winter. To Framton it was all purely horrible.
He made a desperate but only partially successful
effort to turn the talk on to a less ghastly topic;
he was conscious that his hostess was giving him
only a fragment of her attention, and her eyes
were constantly straying past him to the open
window and the lawn beyond. It was certainly an
unfortunate coincidence that he should have paid
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