box.

"Well, among other things, she's introduced me to
at least four different ways of cooking lobster,"
said Clovis gratefully. "That, of course, wouldn't
appeal to you; people who abstain from the
pleasures of the card-table never really appreciate
the finer possibilities of the dining-table. I
suppose their powers of enlightened enjoyment
get atrophied from disuse."

"An aunt of mine was very ill after eating a
lobster," said Mrs. Eggelby.

"I daresay, if we knew more of her history, we
should find out that she'd often been ill before
eating the lobster. Aren't you concealing the fact
that she'd had measles and influenza and nervous
headache and hysteria, and other things that
aunts do have, long before she ate the lobster?
Aunts that have never known a day's illness are
very rare; in fact, I don't personally know of any.
Of course if she ate it as a child of two weeks old
it might have been her first illness -- and her last.
But if that was the case I think you should have
said so."

"I must be going," said Mrs. Eggelby, in a tone
which had been thoroughly sterilised of even

Clovis on
Parental
Responsibilities
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Eric did that I should detest him."

"Eric doesn't play bridge,"
dignity.

said Mrs. Eggelby with

"Doesn't he?" asked Clovis; "why not?"

"None of my children have been brought up to
play card games," said Mrs. Eggelby; "draughts
and halma and those sorts of games I encourage.
Eric is considered quite a wonderful
draughts-player."

"You are strewing dreadful risks in the path of
your family," said Clovis; "a friend of mine who is
a prison chaplain told me that among the worst
criminal cases that have come under his notice,
men condemned to death or to long periods of
penal servitude, there was not a single
bridge-player. On the other hand, he knew at
least two expert draughts-players among them."

"I really don't see what my boys have got to do
with the criminal classes," said Mrs. Eggelby
resentfully. "They have been most carefully
brought up, I can assure you that."

"That shows that you were nervous as to how
they would turn out," said Clovis. "Now, my
mother never bothered about bringing me up.
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