"I shall speak to Cuthbert about it -- after the
wedding," said Mrs. Bebberly Cumble.

"The wedding isn't till next year," said Vera, in
recounting the story to her best girl friend, "and
meanwhile old Betsy is living rent free, with soup
twice a week and my aunt's doctor to see her
whenever she has a finger ache."

"But how on earth did you get to know about it
all?" asked her friend, in admiring wonder.

"It was a mystery --" said Vera.

"Of course it was a mystery, a mystery that
baffled everybody. What beats me is how you
found out --"

"Oh, about the jewels? I invented that part,"
explained Vera; "I mean the mystery was where
old Betsy's arrears of rent were to come from;
and she would have hated leaving that jolly
quince tree."

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

The Quince
Tree

Saki (H H Munro)
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which are merely uncongenial. It is not only
possible but it is desirable that Betsy Mullen
should move into smaller quarters; she has
scarcely enough furniture to fill that big cottage."

"As far as value goes," said Vera after a short
pause, "there is more in Betsy's cottage than in
any other house for miles round."

"Nonsense," said the aunt; "she parted with
whatever old china ware she had long ago."

"I'm not talking about anything that belongs to
Betsy herself," said Vera darkly; "but, of course,
you don't know what I know, and I don't suppose
I ought to tell you."

"You must tell me at once," exclaimed the aunt,
her senses leaping into alertness like those of a
terrier suddenly exchanging a bored drowsiness
for the lively anticipation of an immediate rat
hunt.

"I'm perfectly certain that I oughtn't to tell you
anything about it," said Vera, "but, then, I often
do things that I oughtn't to do."

"I should be the last person to suggest that you
should do anything that you ought not to do to --"
began Mrs. Bebberly Cumble impressively.
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"Not the Dublin --?"

Vera nodded.

"The whole jolly lot of them."
"In Betsy's cottage? Incredible!"

"Of course Betsy hasn't an idea as to what they
are," said Vera; "she just knows that they are
something valuable and that she must keep quiet
about them. I found out quite by accident what
they were and how they came to be there. You
see, the people who had them were at their wits'
end to know where to stow them away for safe
keeping, and some one who was motoring
through the village was struck by the snug
loneliness of the cottage and thought it would be
just the thing. Mrs. Lamper arranged the matter
with Betsy and smuggled the things in."

"Mrs. Lamper?"
"Yes; she does a lot of district visiting, you know."

"I am quite aware that she takes soup and flannel
and improving literature to the poorer cottagers,"
said Mrs. Bebberly Cumble, "but that is hardly the
same sort of thing as disposing of stolen goods,
and she must have known something about their
history; anyone who reads the papers, even
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