given up all those generous customs since you
left your town. Don't practise them now, I
expect."

"No one who has lived in Yom," said Crosby
fervently, "and remembers its green hills covered
with apricot and almond trees, and the cold water
that rushes down like a caress from the upland
snows and dashes under the little wooden
bridges, no one who remembers these things and
treasures the memory of them would ever give up
a single one of its unwritten laws and customs. To
me they are as binding as though I still lived in
that hallowed home of my youth."

"Then if I was to ask you for a small loan --"
began the greybeard fawningly, edging nearer on
the seat and hurriedly wondering how large he
might safely make his request, "if I was to ask
you for, say --"

"At any other time, certainly," said Crosby; "in
the months of November and December,
however, it is absolutely forbidden for anyone of
our race to give or receive loans or gifts; in fact,
one does not willingly speak of them. It is
considered unlucky. We will therefore close this
discussion."

The
Romancers

Saki (H H Munro)
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For a while the new-comer fixed his eyes straight
in front of him in a strenuous, unseeing gaze;
then his voice broke out with the insinuating
inflection of one who has a story to retail well
worth any loiterer's while to listen to.

"It's a strange world," he said.

As the statement met with no response he altered
it to the form of a question.

"I daresay you've found it to be a strange world,
mister?"

"As far as I am concerned," said Crosby, "the
strangeness has worn off in the course of
thirty-six years."

"Ah," said the greybeard, "I could tell you things
that you'd hardly believe. Marvellous things that
have really happened to me."

"Nowadays there is no demand for marvellous
things that have really happened," said Crosby
discouragingly; "the professional writers of fiction
turn these things out so much better. For
instance, my neighbours tell me wonderful,
incredible things that their Aberdeens and chows
and borzois have done; I never listen to them. On
the other hand, I have read 'The Hound of the
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wealthy country, I believe. No real poverty there."

He raised his voice on the word "poverty" with a
suggestion of intense feeling. Crosby saw the
opening and avoided it.

"It possesses, nevertheless, a number of highly
talented and ingenious beggars," he said; "if I
had not spoken so disparagingly of marvellous
things that have really happened I would tell you
the story of Ibrahim and the eleven camel-loads
of blotting-paper. Also I have forgotten exactly
how it ended."

"My own life-story is a curious one," said the
stranger, apparently stifling all desire to hear the
history of Ibrahim; "I was not always as you see
me now."

"We are supposed to undergo complete change in
the course of every seven years," said Crosby, as
an explanation of the foregoing announcement.

"I mean I was not always in such distressing
circumstances as I am at present," pursued the
stranger doggedly.

"That sounds rather rude," said Crosby stiffly,
"considering that you are at present talking to a
man reputed to be one of the most gifted
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