"Ah, yes," said her listeners, thinking it expedient
to assume an acquaintance at least with the
name.

SRR R

"What are you children doing out here?"
demanded Mrs. Quabarl the next morning, on
finding Irene sitting rather glumly at the head of
the stairs, while her sister was perched in an
attitude of depressed discomfort on the
window-seat behind her, with a wolf-skin rug
almost covering her.

"We are having a history lesson," came the
unexpected reply. "I am supposed to be Rome,
and Viola up there is the she-wolf; not a real wolf,
but the figure of one that the Romans used to set
store by -- I forget why. Claude and Wilfrid have
gone to fetch the shabby women."

"The shabby women?"

"Yes, they've got to carry them off. They didn't
want to, but Miss Hope got one of father's
fives-bats and said she'd give them a number
nine spanking if they didn't, so they've gone to do
it."

The Schartz-
Metterklume
Method

Saki (H H Munro)
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gave way to the first sign of impatience it had
shown throughout the journey, and steamed off
without her. She bore the desertion with
philosophical indifference; her friends and
relations were thoroughly well used to the fact of
her luggage arriving without her. She wired a
vague non-committal message to her destination
to say that she was coming on "by another train."
Before she had time to think what her next move
might be she was confronted by an imposingly
attired lady, who seemed to be taking a
prolonged mental inventory of her clothes and
looks.

"You must be Miss Hope, the governess I've come
to meet," said the apparition, in a tone that
admitted of very little argument.

"Very well, if I must I must," said Lady Carlotta to
herself with dangerous meekness.

"I am Mrs. Quabarl," continued the lady; "and
where, pray, is your luggage?"

"It's gone astray," said the alleged governess,
falling in with the excellent rule of life that the
absent are always to blame; the luggage had, in
point of fact, behaved with perfect correctitude.
"I've just telegraphed about it," she added, with a
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scene?"

"Early Roman history; the Sabine Women, don't
you know? It's the Schartz-Metterklume method
to make children understand history by acting it
themselves; fixes it in their memory, you know.
Of course, if, thanks to your interference, your
boys go through life thinking that the Sabine
women ultimately escaped, I really cannot be held
responsible.”

"You may be very clever and modern, Miss Hope,"
said Mrs. Quabarl firmly, "but I should like you to
leave here by the next train. Your luggage will be
sent after you as soon as it arrives."

"I'm not certain exactly where I shall be for the
next few days," said the dismissed instructress of
youth; "you might keep my luggage till I wire my
address. There are only a couple of trunks and
some golf-clubs and a leopard cub."

"A leopard cub!" gasped Mrs. Quabarl. Even in her
departure this extraordinary person seemed
destined to leave a trail of embarrassment behind
her.

"Well, it's rather left off being a cub; it's more
than half-grown, you know. A fowl every day and
a rabbit on Sundays is what it usually gets. Raw
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"Russian? My dear Miss Hope, no one in the house
speaks or understands Russian."

"That will not embarrass me in the least," said
Lady Carlotta coldly.

Mrs. Quabarl, to use a colloquial expression, was
knocked off her perch. She was one of those
imperfectly self-assured individuals who are
magnificent and autocratic as long as they are not
seriously opposed. The least show of unexpected
resistance goes a long way towards rendering
them cowed and apologetic. When the new
governess failed to express wondering admiration
of the large newly-purchased and expensive car,
and lightly alluded to the superior advantages of
one or two makes which had just been put on the
market, the discomfiture of her patroness became
almost abject. Her feelings were those which
might have animated a general of ancient
warfaring days, on beholding his heaviest
battle-elephant ignominiously driven off the field
by slingers and javelin throwers.

At dinner that evening, although reinforced by her
husband, who usually duplicated her opinions and
lent her moral support generally, Mrs. Quabarl
regained none of her lost ground. The governess
not only helped herself well and truly to wine, but
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