little pig for its supper.”

"What colour was it?" asked the children, amid an
immediate quickening of interest.

"Mud-colour all over, with a black tongue and pale
grey eyes that gleamed with unspeakable
ferocity. The first thing that it saw in the park was
Bertha; her pinafore was so spotlessly white and
clean that it could be seen from a great distance.
Bertha saw the wolf and saw that it was stealing
towards her, and she began to wish that she had
never been allowed to come into the park. She
ran as hard as she could, and the wolf came after
her with huge leaps and bounds. She managed to
reach a shrubbery of myrtle bushes and she hid
herself in one of the thickest of the bushes. The
wolf came sniffing among the branches, its black
tongue lolling out of its mouth and its pale grey
eyes glaring with rage. Bertha was terribly
frightened, and thought to herself: 'If I had not
been so extraordinarily good I should have been
safe in the town at this moment.' However, the
scent of the myrtle was so strong that the wolf
could not sniff out where Bertha was hiding, and
the bushes were so thick that he might have
hunted about in them for a long time without
catching sight of her, so he thought he might as

The Storyteller

Saki (H H Munro)
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"I expect they are being driven to another field
where there is more grass," said the aunt weakly.

"But there is lots of grass in that field," protested
the boy; "there's nothing else but grass there.
Aunt, there's lots of grass in that field."

"Perhaps the grass in the other field is better,"
suggested the aunt fatuously.

"Why is it better?" came the swift, inevitable
question.

"Oh, look at those cows!" exclaimed the aunt.
Nearly every field along the line had contained
cows or bullocks, but she spoke as though she
were drawing attention to a rarity.

"Why is the grass in the other field better?"
persisted Cyril.

The frown on the bachelor's face was deepening
to a scowl. He was a hard, unsympathetic man,
the aunt decided in her mind. She was utterly
unable to come to any satisfactory decision about
the grass in the other field.

The smaller girl created a diversion by beginning
to recite "On the Road to Mandalay." She only
knew the first line, but she put her limited
knowledge to the fullest possible use. She

">se 0] pajuem

pey Jojaydeq ay3 jeyy uonsanb ayz Ajpoexs sem
1 s|11b jjlews ayy jo 1ab61q ay3 papuewsap ,¢poob
u23q 3,upey ays JI oy paAaes aAney Aayl 3, Up|nom,

"J930eJRYD [BJOoW JBY paJiwpe oym
SJ9NJSaJ JO Jaquinu e AQ [|NQ pew B woJlj paAeS

Ajjeuly sem pue ‘ssaupoob Jay jJo Junodde uo suo
AJaAa ylm spusily apew pue ‘poob sem oym [1ib6
9|71 e 1noge Au03s bunsaltajuiun Ajqelojdap pue

buisiudiajusun ue uebaq ays ‘siauaisi| 1oy wo.y

sbujuonsanb jue|niad ‘pno| AQ s|eAlajul Juanbauy
Je paidnuaiaiul ‘9210A |BIIUBPIIUOD ‘MO] B U]

‘uonewnss Jivyl ul ybiy qued 10u pip J9||91-A101S
e se uonejndad Jay Apjuspiag "abeliied ayy Jo pua
S,3une ay3 spJemoy A|SSa|3sl| paAOL USIp|Iyd Syl

"pJ40D UOIIRDIUNWLIOD 3Y3 3B 9dU0 pue
Jay je 20IM) pax 00| pey Jojayoeq ayj usym ‘une
3yl pies ,‘Al03s e 0} US)SI| pue alay J3A0 3Wo0)),

199 sy

9S0| 03} A|9YI| sem Jabem ayj spew pey oym sem

1 JaAs0ypn -Buiddols 3noym sawiil puesnoyl omy
pnoje aui| ay3 3eadad 30U p|n0d 3Ys 1Yl 43y Yyim
199 e pey pey auo awos ybnoyj se Jao|ayoeq ayy
0] pPaWaas J| ‘9J10A 3|qiphe AJSA pue 33njosad Ing
Awealp e ul uiebe JaA0 pue JSA0 dul| 9y} paleadad



"Well, yes," admitted the aunt lamely, "but I don't
think they would have run quite so fast to her
help if they had not liked her so much."

"It's the stupidest story I've ever heard," said the
bigger of the small girls, with immense conviction.

"I didn't listen after the first bit, it was so stupid,"
said Cyril.

The smaller girl made no actual comment on the
story, but she had long ago recommenced a
murmured repetition of her favourite line.

"You don't seem to be a success as a story-teller,"
said the bachelor suddenly from his corner.

The aunt bristled in instant defence at this
unexpected attack.

"It's a very difficult thing to tell stories that
children can both understand and appreciate,"
she said stiffly.

"I don't agree with you," said the bachelor.

"Perhaps you would like to tell them a story," was
the aunt's retort.

"Tell us a story," demanded the bigger of the
small girls.
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"A most improper story to tell to young children!
You have undermined the effect of years of
careful teaching."

"At any rate," said the bachelor, collecting his
belongings preparatory to leaving the carriage, "I
kept them quiet for ten minutes, which was more
than you were able to do."

"Unhappy woman!" he observed to himself as he
walked down the platform of Templecombe
station; "for the next six months or so those
children will assail her in public with demands for
an improper story!"

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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punctuality, and a third for good behaviour. They
were large metal medals and they clicked against
one another as she walked. No other child in the
town where she lived had as many as three
medals, so everybody knew that she must be an
extra good child."

"Horribly good," quoted Cyril.

"Everybody talked about her goodness, and the
Prince of the country got to hear about it, and he
said that as she was so very good she might be
allowed once a week to walk in his park, which
was just outside the town. It was a beautiful park,
and no children were ever allowed in it, so it was
a great honour for Bertha to be allowed to go
there."

"Were there any sheep in the park?" demanded
Cyril.

"No;" said the bachelor, "there were no sheep."

"Why weren't there any sheep?" came the
inevitable question arising out of that answer.

The aunt permitted herself a smile, which might
almost have been described as a grin.

"There were no sheep in the park," said the
bachelor, "because the Prince's mother had once
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