"Strike!"

The baleful word flashed out in all its old hideous
familiarity. Was there to be no end to its
recurrence?

"Do you mean," faltered the reporter, "that you
are contemplating a mutual withdrawal of the
charges?"

"Precisely," said the Duke.

"But think of the arrangements that have been
made, the special reporting, the cinematographs,
the catering for the distinguished foreign
witnesses, the prepared music-hall allusions;
think of all the money that has been sunk --"

"Exactly," said the Duke coldly, "the Duchess and
I have realised that it is we who provide the
material out of which this great far-reaching
industry has been built up. Widespread
employment will be given and enormous profits
made during the duration of the case, and we, on
whom all the stress and racket falls, will get --
what? An unenviable notoriety and the privilege of
paying heavy legal expenses whichever way the
verdict goes. Hence our decision to strike. We
don't wish to be reconciled; we fully realise that it
is a grave step to take, but unless we get some
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land forces, partly on account of the traditional
readiness of the British Navy to go anywhere and
do anything, partly by reason of the familiarity of
the average sailor with monkeys, parrots, and
other tropical fauna, but chiefly at the urgent
request of the First Lord of the Admiralty, who
was keenly desirous of an opportunity for
performing some personal act of unobtrusive
public service within the province of his
department.

"If he insists on feeding the infant jaguar himself,
in defiance of its mother's wishes, there may be
another by-election in the north," said one of his
colleagues, with a hopeful inflection in his voice.
"By-elections are not very desirable at present,
but we must not be selfish."

As a matter of fact the strike collapsed peacefully
without any outside intervention. The majority of
the keepers had become so attached to their
charges that they returned to work of their own
accord.

And then the nation and the newspapers turned
with a sense of relief to happier things. It seemed
as if a new era of contentment was about to
dawn. Everybody had struck who could possibly
want to strike or who could possibly be cajoled or
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further display in that direction. It began to be
generally understood that he did not intend to
supplement his numerous town and country
residences by living overmuch in the public eye.

And then had come the unlooked-for tidings of
the imminent proceedings for divorce. And such a
divorce! There were cross-suits and allegations
and counter-allegations, charges of cruelty and
desertion, everything in fact that was necessary
to make the case one of the most complicated
and sensational of its kind. And the number of
distinguished people involved or cited as
witnesses not only embraced both political parties
in the realm and several Colonial governors, but
included an exotic contingent from France,
Hungary, the United States of North America, and
the Grand Duchy of Baden. Hotel accommodation
of the more expensive sort began to experience a
strain on its resources. "It will be quite like the
Durbar without the elephants," exclaimed an
enthusiastic lady who, to do her justice, had
never seen a Durbar. The general feeling was one
of thankfulness that the last of the strikes had
been got over before the date fixed for the
hearing of the great suit.
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