nervous but defiant office-boy.

"'You can't see the editor nor any of the staff,' he
announced.

"'"We insist on seeing the editor or some
responsible person,' said the Prime Minister, and
the deputation forced its way in. The boy had
spoken truly; there was no one to be seen. In the
whole suite of rooms there was no sign of human
life.

""Where is the editor?' 'Or the foreign editor?' 'Or
the chief leader-writer? Or anybody?"

"In answer to the shower of questions the boy
unlocked a drawer and produced a
strange-looking envelope, which bore a Khokand
postmark, and a date of some seven or eight
months back. It contained a scrap of paper on
which was written the following message:

"'Entire party captured by brigand tribe on
homeward journey. Quarter of million demanded
as ransom, but would probably take less. Inform
Government, relations, and friends.'

"There followed the signatures of the principal
members of the party and instructions as to how
and where the money was to be paid.

The Yarkand
Manner

Saki (H H Munro)
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not slow to imitate the example that had been set
them. Paris soon dropped out of fashion as being
too near home; Nurnberg, Seville, and Salonica
became more favoured as planting-out grounds
for the personnel of not only weekly but daily
papers as well. The localities were perhaps not
always well chosen; the fact of a leading organ of
Evangelical thought being edited for two
successive fortnights from Trouville and Monte
Carlo was generally admitted to have been a
mistake. And even when enterprising and
adventurous editors took themselves and their
staffs further afield there were some unavoidable
clashings. For instance, the Scrutator, Sporting
Bluff, and The Damsels' Own Paper all pitched on
Khartoum for the same week. It was, perhaps, a
desire to out-distance all possible competition
that influenced the management of the Daily
Intelligencer, one of the most solid and respected
organs of Liberal opinion, in its decision to
transfer its offices for three or four weeks from
Fleet Street to Eastern Turkestan, allowing, of
course, a necessary margin of time for the
journey there and back. This was, in many
respects, the most remarkable of all the Press
stampedes that were experienced at this time.
There was no make-believe about the
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"That," said Sir Lulworth, "was the most brilliant
stroke of all. To the wife or nearest relative of
each of the missing men he forwarded a letter,
copying the handwriting of the supposed writer as
well as he could, and making excuses about vile
pens and ink; in each letter he told the same
story, varying only the locality, to the effect that
the writer, alone of the whole party, was unable
to tear himself away from the wild liberty and
allurements of Eastern life, and was going to
spend several months roaming in some selected
region. Many of the wives started off immediately
in pursuit of their errant husbands, and it took the
Government a considerable time and much
trouble to reclaim them from their fruitless quests
along the banks of the Oxus, the Gobi Desert, the
Orenburg steppe, and other outlandish places.
One of them, I believe, is still lost somewhere in
the Tigris Valley."

"And the boy?"

"Is still in journalism."

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
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contributions to Free Trade literature, while the
views on foreign policy enunciated 'from a roof in
Yarkand' showed at least as much grasp of the
international situation as those that had
germinated within half a mile of Downing Street.
Quite in keeping, too, with the older and better
traditions of British journalism was the manner of
the home-coming; no bombast, no personal
advertisement, no flamboyant interviews. Even a
complimentary luncheon at the Voyagers' Club
was courteously declined. Indeed, it began to be
felt that the self-effacement of the returned
pressmen was being carried to a pedantic length.
Foreman compositors, advertisement clerks, and
other members of the non-editorial staff, who
had, of course, taken no part in the great trek,
found it as impossible to get into direct
communication with the editor and his satellites
now that they had returned as when they had
been excusably inaccessible in Central Asia. The
sulky, overworked office-boy, who was the one
connecting link between the editorial brain and
the business departments of the paper,
sardonically explained the new aloofness as the
'Yarkand manner.' Most of the reporters and
sub-editors seemed to have been dismissed in
autocratic fashion since their return and new ones
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