dangerous enemies, and who stay at home on
purpose with a design to deliver the kingdom to
the Pretender, hoping to take their advantage by
the absence of so many good Protestants, who
have chosen rather to leave their country, than
stay at home and pay tithes against their
conscience to an episcopal curate.

Secondly, The poorer tenants will have something
valuable of their own, which by law may be made
liable to a distress, and help to pay their
landlord's rent, their corn and cattle being already
seized, and money a thing unknown.

Thirdly, Whereas the maintainance of an hundred
thousand children, from two years old, and
upwards, cannot be computed at less than ten
shillings a piece per annum, the nation's stock will
be thereby encreased fifty thousand pounds per
annum, besides the profit of a new dish,
introduced to the tables of all gentlemen of
fortune in the kingdom, who have any refinement
in taste. And the money will circulate among our
selves, the goods being entirely of our own
growth and manufacture.

Fourthly, The constant breeders, besides the gain
of eight shillings sterling per annum by the sale of
their children, will be rid of the charge of

A Modest
Proposal

Jonathan Swift
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these children sound and useful members of the
common-wealth, would deserve so well of the
publick, as to have his statue set up for a
preserver of the nation.

But my intention is very far from being confined
to provide only for the children of professed
beggars: it is of a much greater extent, and shall
take in the whole number of infants at a certain
age, who are born of parents in effect as little
able to support them, as those who demand our
charity in the streets.

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for
many years, upon this important subject, and
maturely weighed the several schemes of our
projectors, I have always found them grossly
mistaken in their computation. It is true, a child
just dropt from its dam, may be supported by her
milk, for a solar year, with little other
nourishment: at most not above the value of two
shillings, which the mother may certainly get, or
the value in scraps, by her lawful occupation of
begging; and it is exactly at one year old that I
propose to provide for them in such a manner, as,
instead of being a charge upon their parents, or
the parish, or wanting food and raiment for the
rest of their lives, they shall, on the contrary,
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the weather, and the most inevitable prospect of
intailing the like, or greater miseries, upon their
breed for ever.

I profess, in the sincerity of my heart, that I have
not the least personal interest in endeavouring to
promote this necessary work, having no other
motive than the publick good of my country, by
advancing our trade, providing for infants,
relieving the poor, and giving some pleasure to
the rich. I have no children, by which I can
propose to get a single penny; the youngest being
nine years old, and my wife past child-bearing.

Text from Project Gutenberg, www.gutenberg.org

4O S3IDUBWISIDUI BY3} WOJ) WdY3 439A0D 03 SU3eo|d
Jou asnoy Jaylidu yim ‘9oueuaisns uowwod

JO juem 3ayj ‘apeuy 10 Asuow noyym juad bulAed
Jo Aypgissodwi ayj ‘spJojpue| jo uoissaiddo ayy
Ag ‘ybnouyl suob souls aney Asyy se ‘saunliojsiw
JO 9UdDs |enjadJad e yons papioAe aAey

Agaiayy pue ‘aquosald 1 Jsuuew ayj ul ‘pjo JeaA
e 1e pooJ J0) pP|OS uaaq aAey 03 ssauiddey jealb

e 31 Julyl Aep siy3 3e Jou pjnom Asyl Jayiaym
‘s|jejaow asayy Jo sjuaded ayj Mse 1sdl |Im Asyl
jeyl ‘demsue ue jdwaiie 03 pjoq os aq sdeytad
Aew pue ‘ainjano Aw 2X1SIp oym suepnijod
S0y} a41sap I ‘309449 ul siebbaq ade oym ‘uaup|iyd
pue SaAIM J19U3} Yam ‘siainoge| pue siabejjod
‘siawiey Jo |ng ayj 03 ‘uoissajold Aq siebbaq
aJe oym asoy) buippe ‘buljials spunod jo uoljiw
OM} 1gap Ul WaY3} dABD| P|NOM “>D03S UOWWOD

e 03jul Ind 22UdISISgNS djoym dsoym ‘wopbupy
siy3 3noybnouayy aunbiy suewny uj sainjeasd

Jo uol|jiw punoJ e buiaq aJay] ‘A|puodas puy
'S32eQ pue Sylnow SSa|asn puesnoyl palipuny e
10J Juswied pue pooj pul 01 9|ge 3q ||IM A3yl moy
‘pueis mou sbuiyl sy ‘3sdi4 sjuiod omj JapISuod
03 Aj2anjew paseald aq ||IM sJoyine Jo Joyine

9y3 2J4i1sap I ‘491399 e buayo pue ‘swayds Aw

0] UOI3D1peIJuUO0D Ul padueApe 3 ||eYS puly 1ey3 Jo
Bulyiswos a1049q Ing *|en3ydaise pue ‘Ased ‘deayd

have already said, under the present situation of
affairs, is utterly impossible by all the methods
hitherto proposed. For we can neither employ
them in handicraft or agriculture; we neither build
houses, (I mean in the country) nor cultivate
land: they can very seldom pick up a livelihood by
stealing till they arrive at six years old; except
where they are of towardly parts, although I
confess they learn the rudiments much earlier;
during which time they can however be properly
looked upon only as probationers: As I have been
informed by a principal gentleman in the county
of Cavan, who protested to me, that he never
knew above one or two instances under the age
of six, even in a part of the kingdom so renowned
for the quickest proficiency in that art.

I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a
girl before twelve years old, is no saleable
commodity, and even when they come to this
age, they will not yield above three pounds, or
three pounds and half a crown at most, on the
exchange; which cannot turn to account either to
the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutriments
and rags having been at least four times that
value.
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native goods, would immediately unite to cheat
and exact upon us in the price, the measure, and
the goodness, nor could ever yet be brought to
make one fair proposal of just dealing, though
often and earnestly invited to it.

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of these
and the like expedients, 'till he hath at least some
glympse of hope, that there will ever be some
hearty and sincere attempt to put them into
practice.

But, as to my self, having been wearied out for
many years with offering vain, idle, visionary
thoughts, and at length utterly despairing of
success, I fortunately fell upon this proposal,
which, as it is wholly new, so it hath something
solid and real, of no expence and little trouble, full
in our own power, and whereby we can incur no
danger in disobliging England. For this kind of
commodity will not bear exportation, and flesh
being of too tender a consistence, to admit a long
continuance in salt, although perhaps I could
name a country, which would be glad to eat up
our whole nation without it.

After all, I am not so violently bent upon my own
opinion, as to reject any offer, proposed by wise
men, which shall be found equally innocent,
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entertainment for friends, and when the family
dines alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a
reasonable dish, and seasoned with a little pepper
or salt, will be very good boiled on the fourth day,
especially in winter.

I have reckoned upon a medium, that a child just
born will weigh 12 pounds, and in a solar year, if
tolerably nursed, encreaseth to 28 pounds.

I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and
therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they
have already devoured most of the parents, seem
to have the best title to the children.

Infant's flesh will be in season throughout the
year, but more plentiful in March, and a little
before and after; for we are told by a grave
author, an eminent French physician, that fish
being a prolifick dyet, there are more children
born in Roman Catholick countries about nine
months after Lent, the markets will be more
glutted than usual, because the number of Popish
infants, is at least three to one in this kingdom,
and therefore it will have one other collateral
advantage, by lessening the number of Papists
among us.
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frequent a practice) for fear of a miscarriage.

Many other advantages might be enumerated. For
instance, the addition of some thousand carcasses
in our exportation of barrel'd beef: the
propagation of swine's flesh, and improvement in
the art of making good bacon, so much wanted
among us by the great destruction of pigs, too
frequent at our tables; which are no way
comparable in taste or magnificence to a well
grown, fat yearly child, which roasted whole will
make a considerable figure at a Lord Mayor's
feast, or any other publick entertainment. But
this, and many others, I omit, being studious of
brevity.

Supposing that one thousand families in this city,
would be constant customers for infants flesh,
besides others who might have it at merry
meetings, particularly at weddings and
christenings, I compute that Dublin would take off
annually about twenty thousand carcasses; and
the rest of the kingdom (where probably they will
be sold somewhat cheaper) the remaining eighty
thousand.

I can think of no one objection, that will possibly
be raised against this proposal, unless it should
be urged, that the number of people will be
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A very worthy person, a true lover of his country,
and whose virtues I highly esteem, was lately
pleased, in discoursing on this matter, to offer a
refinement upon my scheme. He said, that many
gentlemen of this kingdom, having of late
destroyed their deer, he conceived that the want
of venison might be well supply'd by the bodies of
young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen
years of age, nor under twelve; so great a
number of both sexes in every country being now
ready to starve for want of work and service: And
these to be disposed of by their parents if alive,
or otherwise by their nearest relations. But with
due deference to so excellent a friend, and so
deserving a patriot, I cannot be altogether in his
sentiments; for as to the males, my American
acquaintance assured me from frequent
experience, that their flesh was generally tough
and lean, like that of our school-boys, by
continual exercise, and their taste disagreeable,
and to fatten them would not answer the charge.
Then as to the females, it would, I think, with
humble submission, be a loss to the publick,
because they soon would become breeders
themselves: And besides, it is not improbable that
some scrupulous people might be apt to censure
such a practice, (although indeed very unjustly)
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