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Construction

First, fold each A4 sheet in half along the vertical axis.

Using a craft knife or scalpel, cut a horizontal slot along the cen-
tre dotted line of the first A4 sheet. (pages 1/2/13/14)

Then cut along the dotted lines on all the other sheets. Make sure
to cut to the very edges of the paper.

Stack the folded sheets in ascending order with the even numbers
at the top. Curl the bottom half of the second A4 page (pages
3/4/23/24).

Thread the curled page through the centre slot of the first A4 page.
Repeat this process with the third (pages 5/6,/21/22), fourth
(pages 7/8/19/20), fifth (pages 9/10/17/18), and sixth A4 sheet
(pages 11/12/15/16) with the even pages in ascending order.

When all the pages have been threaded through, check the pagi-
nation. Finally, fold the booklets in half along the horizontal axis.
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Prior to the invention of powered flight, early cartography was constructed
from a terrestrial perspective, augmented by oral and material devices. This
act of mapping was intimately connected to the scale and experience of the
body with its relationship to the earth. The resultant map was the specula-
tion of an aerial, celestial point of view that embodied mythical and telluric
experience: the map and the experience being one. The advent of aerial
photography changed our perspective of the landscape, shifting cartograph-
ic and cultural codes. Maps became externalised, mediated, devices that
delivered a prosthetic relationship with body and landscape.

In this event map and experience became dislocated. (7)

We make a map for ourselves through our journeyings ideas findings and
listenings. We incorporate history, the entangled web of natural and man-
made, the ferry crew reading the Sun. Interviews, environments, the eerie
silence of the last house on the island still owned by the ex-landlord Keith
Schellenberg. Damp furniture, peeling walls, and a room made up to
appear as if a dead body was left in the bed. Shoes poking out from the
bedspread, a huddled hump under the sheets, and a straw head covered by
a book. Undisturbed since he left the island, the house remains an anom-
aly, a place abandoned in time, a monument to a less cooperative era.

Keep Focus

Gair Dunlop
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3 MAP REFERENCES FOR
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

NC 223123
NC 235244
NC 057247

A BARE CODE, ONE WHICH MIGHT
SPARK PASSING INTEREST IN A
GEOGRAPHER OR A NUMEROLOGIST
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1. Medvedey, S., The_Blank_Space: Glenn Gould, Russia,
Finland And The North, c-theory.com

2. Dunlop, G., languageland, images on
www.gairspace.org.uk/htm/land01.htm

3. Boswell, J., Journal of a Tour of the Hebrides, 1785.

4. Medvedey, S., ibid.

5. Muir, E., Scottish Journey, pp.93-94, 1935.

6. “My step-grandfather, Samuel O Webber, was lightkeeper and
my father, Warren Kidson was his Assistant. They got $80.00
per month between them. Unfortunately my father has passed
away and | can only remember bits and pieces of stories he
used to tell about living on Egg Island. | have been trying to get
some stories out of my uncles — but they were younger and
don’t remember as much.” Olga Kidson, Nova Scotia, website
of the Nova Scotia Lighthouse Preservation Society on
www.ednet.ns.ca/educ/heritage/nslps/egg_isl.htm

7. Boddington, A., in Cartography: the City,

Catalyst Arts, Belfast, 2000.
8. Freeflow an exhibition and DVD of the Scottish Natural Heritage

Youth Arts Initiative, CCA Glasgow 1 - 16 June 2002, contact
irene.watson@snh.gov.uk
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All these features define the North through codes which differ from the
usual; they allow an intensely personal relationship to place to develop.
Counties, place names, and differentiations which have officially vanished
years ago still provide identity.

So many people have the same Christian names that their place becomes
a supplementary identity, an anchor. So there’s Murdo Albhainn and Murdo
Inch; Helen Stronchrubie and Helen Allt — surnames become obsolete in an
intimate form of address, which combines the personal of the forename
with the specifics of place.

Temporary monuments become transient markers of passing sensibility.
Individuals have inserted their responses into landscape: North is Shit,
taking drugs seriously.

This can be seen as mere sarcasm and palimpsest, but a deeper reflection
allows us to conceive of their texts as a meditation on expectation and the
view through acerbic criticism. (2)
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How do you take a consciousness about process into these contexts?
How to make work which is not ‘community art’ — that stands in itself?
Is it possible to make links which enable long-term production, play and
networking in a way that is defined by and responsive to the needs of
people in dispersed communities?

There are signs of strategic thinking along more developmental lines.
Highland Council (taking advantage of the new multi-purpose architectural
spaces being created as school/community centre/theatre/library/sports
centre in Highland communities) are involving artists in both the construc-
tion stages and in residence during the initial phases of these buildings.

SNH (Scottish Natural Heritage) and other groups are thinking through

the possibilities for further partnerships with arts-related organisations.

It is necessary for artists to be able to work flexibly and imaginatively with
organisations for whom arts practice is an instrument and not a goal. This
is liable to be an increasingly common mode of engagement for artists.
The responsibility for artists is to take contemporary and new media prac-
tice forward in new contexts, to test it in dialogue, not to retreat in the
face of a perceived impurity of purpose.

There is room for a new point of engagement; for a network of artists,
media theorists, and facility providers. Their potential role is to facilitate
projects which work with concepts of self-image, autonomy, and locally
defined goals and dialogues. These projects would enable direct local and
international communication, bypassing the role of the centre’s ‘other’
which has been accepted as the North’s destiny.
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Oskar Kokoschka paints here. Occasional recognisable shapes and a
sense of overpowering light would suggest he had good weather of it.

The place is however contingent rather than necessary. Pleasant excursions
by motor car define a tranquil episode in a turbulent life.

Nina Pope and Karen Guthrie revisit the journey of Boswell and Johnson;

a post-Romantic Odyssey following in the footsteps of a pre-Romantic one.
Contending voices and a plurality of experience are transmitted to the inter-
net, with responses from the online outside world having an effect on the
process. There seems to be room for play, ‘dérive’, the unexpected.
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The island had withdrawn to the mid-Atlantic.
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There are whole tracts of Scotland’s scenery and history which are woven
with legend. The existence of the ballads, and the fact that they constitute
the greatest body of poetry in Scots literature, is the most concrete argu-
ment | can advance for this theory. Scotland is a country whose past has
been moulded by poetry, but which has produced very few poets. The poet-
ry which pervades its history is purely romantic; the Industrial Revolution
cut clean across that poetry, destroying it, and destroying, too, the faculty
of communal myth-making which was its source. (5)

On the road North from Perth, a car full of artists, their equipment, and
their expectations.

Caravans Tesco vans maps and plans. We are all looking for The Real.

A lemonade lorry pulls past us gawkers. As it slipstreams away, buffeting
our tiny vehicle, the spirit of True Scottishness peers in our window, illumi-
nates our souls, and passes onward up the A9. We scramble to get a cam-
era out and ready, matching speed to the vehicle to make the most of our
engine-screaming overtake. Young Scotland peers coyly into our viewfinder,
transfixing us in our hurtling trajectory, then gently peels off for Pitlochry.
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Of course this project, investigation, and party didn’t just happen
miraculously. Although we went in order to discover, we also were there in
response to agendas set externally. Our group were beneficiaries of a
Scottish Natural Heritage initiative, which was not primarily about making
art. They wanted a catalyst to change the relationship between youth and
the wider environment.

Their perspective was straightforward. In their researches about the relation
of people to the natural environment, it was becoming apparent that young
people did not see the natural environment as a place ‘for them’. Young
people did not go out into the countryside in the way their parents or elder
brothers and sisters did, and did not see what happened in the natural envi-
ronment as being anything to do with them. The idea of the artists projects
was to use new technology —as a feature of their lives with which they were
familiar and interested in knowing more- to provide a bridge to a relation
with the natural world. So with equipment, funding for a short project, and
an open mind as to outcome, artists and youth groups all over Scotland
linked up and began to work each other out. (8)

The process involves a voluntary relaxation of control from the artists point
of view; differing projects involve differing relations. The sense of play, a
reentry into the forms and conditions of place and life feel like a rural take
on the Situationist tactic of the ‘dérive’. For once, the residents and makers
of the sense of Highland space and identity were able to step slightly aside
from their accustomed places and roles, able to take a new perspective on
what gets taken for granted. To inhabit playfully...

ST

'NOGNO1 ‘NOILVLS NYOSTOH 40 INY041v1d
ANNOELSIM JHL INOYd N3IS SY ANV1LOOS
40 SANVTHOIH NY31S3IM 3HL 40 103dS0¥d ¥

A RESULT

| was discussing a project with a senior art teacher at a Highland School.
The project, which was fully funded, was to involve groups in making a digi-
tal video piece on their relation to the sea, and then to produce a finished
CD or video. Links had been made with a wide variety of potential collabora-
tors, and | could tell he liked the idea. Nonetheless, | could sense that he
was building up to turn the project down. | asked him why. He replied that
the assessment requirements for art qualifications was geared for conven-
tional imaging, and that new media was disadvantaged as the assessors
didn’t have any clear view on how to evaluate it. He had the best interests
of his students at heart. | made the work with a local boys’ club instead.

What constitutes the expectations of an art piece in northern places?

The apparent effortlessness/evanescence/weightlessness of digital art
production leads to a situation where artists can be parachuted in more
easily than ever before, somehow the expectation that what they make will
have an influence is even higher. Yet the means to produce new media art
in these places are still elusive. A CD of images scanned from 35mm nega-
tive film will cost at least £12, and will take at least 10 days to return.

The immediacy of the medium can be negated by distance.
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