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Construction

First, fold each sheet in half along the vertical axis.

Using a craft knife or scalpel, cut a horizontal slot along the
centre dotted line of the first sheet. (pages 1/2/7/8)

Then cut along the dotted lines on all the other sheets. Make
sure to cut to the very edges of the paper.

Stack the folded sheets in ascending order with the even
numbers at the top. Curl the bottom half of the second page
(pages 3/4/11/12).

Thread the curled page through the centre slot of the first page.
Repeat this process with the third (pages 5/6/9/10) with the
even pages in ascending order.

When all the pages have been threaded through, check the
pagination. Finally, fold the booklets in half along the
horizontal axis.

DIFFUSION eBook format conceived & developed by Proboscis,

a non profit organisation which researches, develops and facilitates
creative innovation. An alternative to prevailing formats for ebooks and
electronic publishing, Proboscis welcomes the free adoption and use of
DIFFUSION by any third party without licence or royalty.
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www.proboscis.org.uk | www.diffusion.org.uk




to draw a map, is that physical markers are socially selected, depending
upon a choice being made by the maker or definer, they give differential
prominence, a preferential reading of the world. Maps are far from innocent
mirrors of the world; they tell us as much about their makers and their
clients as of the worlds they claim to represent. Physical maps, it turns
out, may not be a good place to start to find out about space and place.
What then of the most sneaky and mistrusted maps of all: political maps?
Political maps contain traces and residues of social struggles; politics is, in
part, about a struggle to sustain sovereign territory. Political maps are
about formal social relations fixed through alliance and agreement; this is
the evidence that we see on maps. Maps are then used as tools with which
to discipline land users and to define transgressors. Political maps — all
maps - are about wishes and desires; it's clear that they do not reflect the
messiness of real life; we might better see them as a struggle to bring the
world in line with the map rather than vice versa.

Perhaps we should not begin with the notion of spaces as grid squares to
locate, and to be filled up, or places to draw lines around. We should being
with people and activities and how they make spaces and places through
action and interaction. We can hold on to one aspect of the political map
version of space in the sense that we all practice our space in different
ways, and thus constitute its, and our, spatial identities in different ways.
So, our starting point should be an expectation to see spaces, not space.
Each space is the result of actions, movements and interactions; our
attempts to share and express, as well as to contest place and meaning.

It is not only that space is multiple; nor, that it is practised from within. We
must further explore how space is also crossed and transgressed, how it is
radically open to an ‘outside’, or an ‘Other’ (although, looked from this per-
spective, the Other is no longer ‘alien’, rather they are a ‘natural’ part).
Thus, spaces must be about travelling and movement, about leaving and
returning, longing and belonging; they are about social networks. Consider
the issue of openness; here we have to deal with the subtle interactions of

It's space Jim, but
not as we know it.

Andy C Pratt
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ORDINARY BODIES, ORDINARY SPACES, ORDINARY IDENTITIES

What is ordinary space? ‘Space’ as a concept is so banal that we seldom
think about it. However, a moment’s reflection alerts us to the surprising
fact that we have constructed a vast array of means to impose meaning on
space, and, that it has no intrinsic meaning: it is a blank. So, we use
measurements to define space, we adopt physical markers, then we
attempt to attach meaning. Thus, within ordinary space, space is merged
with measurement: measurement of size, and the determination of loca-
tion. As is well known, the familiar grid of the map and the lines of latitude
and longitude are an artifice. However, they enable us to conceptualise
location in a shared framework: so, two people who have never visited a
point on the earth can agree on co-ordinates and meet there. The problem
is that these technologies of location and mapping have come to represent
the world

Integral to ordinary space are a commonly linked set of assumptions about
identity that are fixed and unitary in their nature (just like those manifest in
the pre-digital world). Unless we are suffering from a ‘bi-polar disorder’ then
we have a single identity that remains more or less fixed through life.
Moreover, this identity is linked to, and bounded by, the bodies that we
inhabit; consider the disdain linked to those professing ‘out of body experi-
ences’. These notions of body and identity commonly spill over into the
physical spaces that we inhabit. So, places have boundaries, they can be
delimited and described, and they have unitary and relatively stable ‘char-
acters’. So strong is this notion that the description may flow from place

to bodies, as well as from bodies to place. The place is a sum of the local,
regional or national character; and vice versa, that place ‘makes’ people

a particular way. This latter version has a long history that is collectively
termed environmental determinism. Modern, urban, versions will be familiar
to all ranging from a socio-spatial pathology to normalisation. An example
of the former are the ‘bad parts of town’ that criminals or otherwise social-
ly undesirables, as determined by the speaker, come from; an example of
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Technological changes have opened up possibilities for many that has led
to a trend to move toward services and resources, so we have travelled
more, and demanded goods to travel further to us. We have also estab-
lished more diverse and eccentric social networks. These in turn have gen-
erated more travel congestion and pollution to maintain them. This is a
modality that is based upon the assumption of movement and travel. As we
noted above; the economic rationality of such a system is the concentration
of key resources in a few places.

The problem is for those who cannot travel, and / or access on-line servic-
es. They will quickly become lost in the sea of connectivity, interaction and
travel; one in which they cannot swim. The issue is not one of ‘only con-
nect’. Everyday life is about struggling, usually on foot or by public trans-
port, to maintain connections of basic resources that get harder to obtain
and retain. Characteristically, the poorer and more socially disadvantaged
have to work far harder at making all sorts of connections, all of the time.
It would be a relief not to have to make another connection in order to
obtain basic resources. Thus, the challenge is a social-spatial one more
than a technical one; however, the technical dependency that we have in
large part chosen has shaped this problem.

We need to attend to the relationships between the connected and uncon-
nected worlds, both within our lives, and across those of others. The hard
work of building social relations for all entails more than ‘jacking in’. We
also need to recognise the diversity of trans-localism and trans-local identi-
ties. It is of course a deceit to assume that the current ‘wired generation’
are the first to explore this, or indeed are the best equipped to deal with it.
Trans-localism has existed for as long as migration created diasporas; the
means of managing, and oftentimes failing to manage, social relations
across time and space that have developed in Diaspora communities, as
well as the significant practices of social connection and identity, would
repay re-examination in this context.
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At first sight cyberspace is a place of liberation from all of the limitations,
the material and immaterial shackles and chains, of everyday life. It would
seem that cyberspace is the antithesis of normalisation. First the material
constraints, this is the much trumpeted ‘death of distance’ allegedly afford-
ed the new technology user. Users need no longer shift their material bod-
ies through time and space to meet with others, they can simply ‘connect’
via digital transfer at the push of a button.

But, there is strangely contradictory evidence of this ‘death of distance’.
The fact that we are travelling more than ever, in fact as an exemplar of
those who are perhaps most likely to be part of the ‘wired society’, the
international business executive, within the next period of the next 15 years
it is forecast that total air traffic will double. This may be because of the
‘bandwidth deficit’ that makes email or even video conferencing a poor
substitute for interaction In Real Life (IRL). Technologically, we are a long
way from a 100% bandwidth that would require complete virtual co-pres-
ence, or teleporting. It could be argued that technologies have progressive-
ly reduced the bandwidth deficit: from telex, to telegraph, landline to fax,
and video-conferencing to steaming video. However, it seems that not only
does face-to-face communication continue to be popular, but it is more
popular than ever. Web designers and internet developers, surely the ar
chetypal wired generation, still group together in physical proximity in the
open plan lofts within a few blocks of one another in areas of San
Francisco, New York and London.

There is an irony in the fact that our obsession with cyberspace has been
elevated by the convergence of mobile telephony and the internet. If con-
nection was all then we should never want to leave home: the death of
distance hypothesis. It seems that the opposite is closer to the truth:
more connectivity means even more going out and meeting: hyper-mobility
rather than stasis.
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