
Notebook
Drawing

Ihavetolookovermyownshouldertosee
what'sinmynotebook.

Icarryanotebookaroundwithmedayafterday,
alwaysmakingsuretobringalongtherightpen-
cilwiththerightleadinit,too.

Thenotebooktravelswithmethroughtime;it
cantakethreemonthsorayeartofillthepages.
SometimesIleaveanotebookunfinished,thelast
fewpagesblank.Myrelationshipwithithas
cometoanend.Ifeeltheshiftandleavethe
notebookonthetable.Idon'tstoptomullit
over,insteadIstartlookingforanothernote-
book.Themainquestionis,willIbuyanewone
ormakeoneformyself?

Written in one of my note-
books:

nostalgia
artifice
opinion
weightiness

lightness
simplicity
flexibility
presence
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WhileIamdrawing,Ilookupeverysooftentosee
iftheworldisstillthere.WhenIfinishafew
drawings,orwhentheconversationrequires,Iput
mynotebookaway.SometimesItostopbecauseI
don’tknowwherethedrawingisgoing.Atother
timesIstopbecausetheenergyhasgoneoutofthe
drawing.

LaterIpagethroughandworkthedrawingsover—
scribblinginnewlines.Imightseeapartthatneeds
erasing—Imighterasethewholething.Iwork
forwardandbackwardthroughthepages,addinga
fewwordsorsomecolor.Iliketopasteinbitsof
foundpaper,postagestamps,studiodebris.WhenI
amnotsurewhichdrawingsareokayandwhich
onesarenotIleavethemaloneforawhile.
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The husk of a thing
is the part that remains
when something emerged
and escaped.
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I begin a new notebook slowly, with false starts
and erasing. Gradually some sort of focus takes
hold, sometimes planned, often not.Then some-
thing catches my interest. I work more intently. I
reach the last page, then work backwards.Then
one day it is over. Usually I feel a little sorry
when a notebook is finished. Looking through it I
see that some drawings are careless and rough
and some drawings are slinky and smooth. I like
the rough ones best.

Whenmymindisonsomething
else,Idoodle(Idon’tlikethat
wordatall).Imightbehavinga
phoneconversation,forexample.
Ifinditveryhardnottodoodle.

IammakingadrawingwhenI
focusonitasadrawing—no
matterwhatelseisgoingon.

Thereisapermeablemembrane
betweenthetwo.Sometimesa
gooddoodleturnsintoa
drawing.Sometimesadrawing
willdegenerateintoadoodle.

diffuse /

centered

vague /

determined

floating /

anchored
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