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Construction

First, fold each sheet in half along the vertical axis.

Using a craft knife or scalpel, cut a horizontal slot along the centre
dotted line of the first sheet. (pages 1/2/15/16)

Then cut along the dotted lines on all the other sheets. Make sure
to cut to the very edges of the paper.

Stack the folded sheets in ascending order with the even numbers
at the top. Curl the bottom half of the second page (pages
3/4/27/28).

Thread the curled page through the centre slot of the first page.
Repeat this process with the third (pages 5/6/25/26), fourth
(pages 7/8/23/24), fifth (pages 9/10/21/22), sixth (pages
11/12/19/20),and seventh sheet (pages 13/14/17/18) with the
even pages in ascending order.

When all the pages have been threaded through, check the
pagination. Finally, fold the booklets in half along the horizontal axis.
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in another place, and not where they are at present living. Or very similar
spaces, such as hotel rooms of a particular chain, may repeat in different
places over the world, similar spaces existing independent of geographic
location. These conditions may be nothing new, maybe things have always
been so. But they have become more extreme due to the recent increase in
communications systems, and the movement of peoples, which assume not
just links between existing spaces, but also the development of these links,
in the form for instance of routes, electronic networks or social systems, into
new spaces in their own right. Just what kind of spaces these are is hard to
define, they are not spaces in the old sense of having clearly recognised
physical borders, they do not even keep the same form, but are amorphous,
changing, ungraspable.

Can our spaces still be dimensioned and recorded? Did dimensions once hold
things stable, because they allowed things to be measured, to be compared
and fitted into one system? Traditional rooms and spaces can be measured
and dimensioned. When spaces become fluid and unstable, we don’t know
quite how to assess them, to measure them. This does not mean they cannot
be assessed, just that a new means of assessment has to be devised.

An upstairs room. Shelves full of books, some on their sides and crammed
with notepaper. Desk with monitor, scanner, computer and other equipment.

FATHER [sitting at desk] At least this room is calm and the space is a
ordinary kind of space, the kind of space that might exist anywhere. A
room, two windows, a door. So long by so wide, by so high.

Looks up at the rows of books.
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Mother, father, child, once again. A living room in a pleasant if rather
cluttered house. Watching TV. Pictures of men with turbans crowded onto
lorries, clouds of dust, men shouting. Another picture, several men in suits,
speaking seriously, looking worried, in a room with flags. Another picture,
view of sand and rocks and sky. The child stands by the TV, face pressed
against the screen, burbles contentedly.

MOTHER Do think its good for the child to be so near the screen?

FATHER | am sure its quite safe.

MOTHER It seems he is pushing so hard he is almost falling through. He
seems almost in the same space as those strange men.

FATHER Into the desert with the tribesmen?

MOTHER Into the desert with the tribesmen or into the room with the men in
suits, both are equally disturbing. | don't want our child to disappear.

Mother pulls child away from TV.

MOTHER Let’s listen to some music.

She puts on a CD, Cheikh Raymond’s Chants d’Exile. French / Jewish / Tunisian.
Symbol of the memory of la convivencia, the art of living together, as practiced

by Jews, Christians and Muslimsin Andalucia. A lost Art. A lost space. Sound
of a stringed instrument and then a voice half chanting, half singing.

€C

FATHER All those French writers, writing about space. Too many French writers
turning out too many words, filling up too many pages, themselves
taking up too much space. Each packed into his own cell, with his
own name on it, safely confined with his own ideas. Lefebvre’s The
Production of Space, with its lengthy discussions of social space,
Bachelard’s The Poetics of Space, Deleuze & Guatari's Thousand
Plateaus with its stratified spaces, and then come Derrida and
Foucault and Barthes and Virilio and all the others. So much written,
and so little said. At least there are also some of Jules Verne's
Extraordinary Voyages, with their journeys to the Moon and under
the sea, and that fat volume of Alexander Dumas’ Three Musketeers,
those are books that start and never stop, never become lost in
pointless contortions because the action has already moved on...
All for one and one for all... Ride on through every question. But
there’s not enough space for them all on the shelf. Already the
French are squeezing out the Spaniards on the shelf below, and the
Spaniards in turn are having to nose their way into the Germans,
and the Germans begin on the Poles or the Czechs, its always the
same story, and they in turn are squeezed hard on the other side
by the Japanese and the Africans. But if this goes on there will have
to be more shelves built, and there is no more space formore shelves.
In this house there isn’t any more space for anything, the child has
taken up all the space that there used to be, already the writing
space is pushed between the bed and the shelves, and the table
itself has no space because the computer equipment sits on it,
keeping the cables out of the way of prying little hands. If only there
were still the days of the pen and the piece of paper, materials
which could be touched. If only these were still the days of Georges
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just there, just beyond where we are, but somehow we cannot quite
distinguish them. Sometimes we may stand in a room and feel an unease,
as though somehow the space of the room is not quite as it seems, that only
a certain kind of glance is necessary to perceive another space. Such
concealed spaces often occur in books and films, unexpected spaces
accessed through some kind of domestic object, a mirror, a wardrobe, a
window, a TV or computer screen. These other spaces have their own rules
and way of life. Maybe these descriptions are just a wish, that the dull
domestic world will suddenly open out into some other world or maybe they
are a memory of a time when such jumps were easier to achieve, when
spaces were not considered so stable and defined. The desire to create a
self-sufficient world, where all uncertainty and worry is pushed outside,
exteriorised, develops into a condition where anything not internal is not
recognised, cannot be acknowledged. Yet the barriers between the stable
and the not stable may not be so clear, and may not be permanent.
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Alongside the creation of new spaces continues the disappearance of
existing spaces. Our spaces are gradually being reduced and vanishing, such
as those of the separate peoples who are being merged, of cultures who are
being exterminated, of languages which are vanishing, of parts of cities that
are being pulled down, of whole cities that are removed by war, of those who
no longer can occupy any type of space. The tribe reduced to one word, the
book to one letter, many languages to one language. Like the critics of La
Disparition, we hardly notice these disappearances because we become
quickly used a world without the old spaces, even perhaps come to prefer it
so because life is smoother, less complex.

PEREC a chalk-holder, a straight glass with a thick base partially filled
with small glass marbles to which are attached ten pen-holders,
a leaf of squared paper, format 21x29.7, almost entirely covered
with a very close script, and a ball-point of gilded metal whose
body and cap are decorated lengthways with fine fluting...
[Still Life/Style Leaf]

What was the point of Perec’s endless lists of spaces, his extensive
notations of the how the Parisian street he was born in changed over the
years, his long and detailed descriptions of rooms, of food he had eaten, of
items on his desk? These lists, like the equally endless lists of fishes and
scientific data in Jules Verne, fill pages, the reader tends to skip through
them to the next piece of action. But these lists and descriptions are there
to hold things stable, to stop things from disappearing or even to bring them
back somehow the things that have disappeared. If things are written down
they will be preserved, if they remain unwritten they fade irrevocably, become
part of the world of the dead. But who has the desire or energy to list everything

If we were to consider our space in this way, as something that cannot be
reduced to one solution applicable everywhere, if we were to depart from
those models which produce uniformity, then we might find it easier to
produce models of space that are nearer to how we actually live.

If this type of model were to have a description, it might be as specious spacious.
Spacious because it contains spaces, specious because these spaces are
deceptive, their nature can never really be fixed.

A tea house surrounded by a small lawn. Plastic tables and chairs. Sound
of screaming.

MOTHER  Our child is trying to walk. Getting up, falling over, getting up,
staggering a few paces, falling over.

SECOND MOTHER Well, our child is very advanced. He has been able to
walk for a long time. And he can already turn on the computer. He
can almost speak. | think he will say a whole sentence next.

MOTHER  What kind of sentence?

SECOND MOTHER A proper kind of sentence of course, with subject object
and verb, his sentences are very grammatical. If it wasn’t grammatical
it wouldn’t be proper talking.

The second mother looks pleased.
MOTHER At least walking, even proper walking, needs no grammar.

The second mother looks blank.
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Sucks for a while on the nipple of the plastic bottle. Eyes closed in peaceful
contemplation.

CHILD The advantage of being a child is that you don’t have to put things
together, just take them apart and leave them for someone else
to put back together. Now | will return to chewing and dribbling, it
is better for a child to chew and dribble than to consider abstract
problems.

PEREC You forget what you have learnt to forget, what you have, one day,
forced into forgetfulness. [L’homme qui dort]

Or alternatively.

PEREC Amongst the Papuans, language is very reduced; every tribe has
its own language, and its language is reduced ceaselessly because
aftereverydeath several words are suppressed as a sign of mourning.
[quotation from E Baron’s Geographie, at end of La Disparition]

In La Disparition Perec wrote a book without using the most common letter
in the French language, the letter E. Many words in common use, such as je
or elle or est vanished and needed to be replaced. A new version of French
had to be evolved by Perec to cope with these selfimposed absences. When
the book was first published many critics failed to notice the constraint used
by Perec, and reviewed it as a normal book, seeming not to be bothered by
the fact that a large part of the French language had been deleted.
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