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Construction

First, fold each sheet in half along the vertical axis.

Using a craft knife or scalpel, cut a horizontal slot along the centre
dotted line of the first sheet. (pages 1/2/11/12)

Then cut along the dotted lines on all the other sheets. Make sure
to cut to the very edges of the paper.

Stack the folded sheets in ascending order with the even numbers
at the top. Curl the bottom half of the second page (pages
3/4/19/20).

Thread the curled page through the centre slot of the first page.
Repeat this process with the third (pages 5/6/17/18), fourth
sheet (pages 7/8/15/16) and fifth sheet (pages 9/10/13/14)
with the even pages in ascending order.

When all the pages have been threaded through, check the
pagination. Finally, fold the booklets in half along the horizontal axis.
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IMMIGRATION,
MEMORY AND PLACE:
MILAN, THE LAST
HUNDRED YEARS

JOHN FOOT

BIFFLEI01 sy L

123

*2J1)ud9 A0 B} 0} SIJIAISS Ulel) UeqINgNS pue weJ} y3noayl paxul|
9JoM spooyloqyslou asay} ‘episAiunod uado Ul ying "S8Aneladood pue
sdoys ‘SwooJysem ‘saiieayl ‘SOSed aWos Ul ‘Se ||om Se SaIlIAII0. [eunwwod
pue uaip|Iyo Jo} sadeds a1eald/olgnd agie| pue ‘saluodjeq a3ie| ‘spieA1inod
InyINeaq Yum ‘1INg [|dM 8J9M SaSnoy 9say] “sjuesdiwwl 9S8yl Jo)
s109f04d BuISNOY JO SOLIBS B PAJONJIISUOD sanLoyne ol gnd S,Ue|IA *SIoNIOM
aAeASIulWpe 91e)s ‘sadkojdwe Aemjies — J0309s olgnd Zuimos3 ayy ul
sqofl mau Adn220 0} paALLIe SJUBIZIW UIBYINOS JO SABM PUODSS Y “Ale}| JO YInos
8y} wouy uonesdiw Asesodwal pue Juauewsad Yioq 01 pa| pue Ao 8y} ssoloe
dn Bueuds jues; asay] *(Yinos ayy 01 ,|9ay, s.Aley jo dii 8yl 1e punoy uoigal
oy} sI elndy) sioumo Jloyy Jo Auew Jo suiguo asal8nd ay) Joye juell se
umouy awedaq sdoys asay] ‘sqnd-auim sse|o-guipiom gujuado uayo ‘Suipes)
19911S 9|eOS-||lBWS OJUl JUBM BWOS :AWOU0Dd dsaue(l|N SuIMOIZ By} UIyIm
saJayds om] paldndoo siueSIwwWI 1Sl 9S8y "awoy ul jeyded jeanyjod ayy 01
uolysoddo ul pue s10109S |EIOUBULL PUB OILIOU0JS JlWeUAP S 01 syueyl Ajey
4O Jended |ejow, ay) Se umouy awedaq A1o sy} awil SIYl punoly ‘salnuad
Ul91JUSM} puB Uludajaulu a8y} JO uin} ayl punole Ajey| O Uinos ayjwol)
awed sjueIZiw uidpow 181l ay| "papuedxa sey A19 sy} yoiym uj skem oyoads
ay3 Aq pue suoneidiw ssew Jo salas e Aq sieak 0s 10 QOT 1Se| 8y} 190 shem
4O peuAw e ul pajopow-a1 pue pajepow useq pey adeospue| ueqin s,uejlin



co

“Jaysijgnd ayy woay Sunum ul
uoissiwiad Joud 1noyum Aied paiy Aue Ag pjos aq “01u0193]8 4o uld Jayraym ‘uonealignd siy) JO UoisIan Aue
PINOYS S9OUBISWINOIID OU JBPU 1IN0 JuLd pue peojumop 0} d|qe|ieAe Ajaa1) aq 0} paugisap si uonealqnd siyL

uopuoT ‘pue(du3 19uno) suy Aq parloddng

*$8INONAS [B100S PUE [BINYND 1094J8 S8OUBAPE [e2130]0UYI8) MOY pUB ‘Jaylo Yoes

01 91e(a1 [BOISAYd BUY PUE [ENLIIA SY) MOY UO S91BGSP 1USLIND Ul BUIUSAISIUI ‘90UBISIXS Uedin Aleiodwaluod
Jo AKiojoalesy ay) uonsanb Ajjeoipes 0} swie SIOVdS 40 SIIDIS “.Aleuipio-elul, au) pajied 091ad 1eum —
[B100S pUE [RUOIOWS ‘[edisAyd pue [enliA ay) — 99eds Adnddo ‘AIMudd Isil-Aluam) au) JO PHOM Aleiodwaluod
Byl Ul ‘om moy sare|dwaluod sauss ay] "}00q snowhuods s,08194 s881099 0} afewoy ul pue Aq paidsul —
S30VdS 40 SII0IdS SOMS BY) J0} S19S0G0Id AQ PAUOISSILIWIOD SABSSS JO SBLIBS € JO U0 S| uonealignd syl

(yn"810"8UUOYTMMM) UOIBULLIES [NBd
(¥N°00°UBISOUOIN"MMM) 1I00IE|eS BWIN
:Aq uBisep ooga NOISN4dIa

Aseiqri ysnug auy e

a|ge|ieAe s uoneaiignd siy} o} piodal angojeled e
:ejep uonesljgnd-ui-duingdole|eyed Aleiqi] ysnug

¥ C¢€ OVST06 T ‘N&SI

93l "panJasal sysu |1y

"€00¢ Ul S1950004d A paysiiand 1sii4

1004 uyor @ sydeigoloyd

1004 UYor % S19S0qoid @

snBuy 901l %® aueT sa|ip :SIoUp3 Sales
%N*810°UOISNLIP MMM

1004 uyor
SUYIA QIYANNH LSYT IHL ‘NYTIA :3OVTd ANV AHOWIIN ‘NOLLYMOIAIAI

S30VdS 40 S3103dS

6T

*a0edS UBQIN UB|BY| SZIUOIIN|OASJ P|NOJ ey} agueyd
|BJN}IND SPJEMO} JO ‘90U8JOIA UBegJn pue uofes|olays 01 Spes| eisauwe |e|oos
pue [e1n}no Siyl 41 98S [|ImM SIeaA ud) 1Xau ay| ‘aoussqe Jlayl Aq snondldsuod
aJe ‘Jonemoy ‘1sed 8y} UO SUOINOB|4OY "SAIAINS 0} d|1.( 9y} SOWIPWOS pue
2IN3Nd ‘uo13edNnd20 JBA0 B11e( Allep B Ul pajelogau-al pue paysajuod s| aoeds
ueqin s, ue|i|\ “Aj918|dwod uoneldiuwi paoafal Jou sey A0 ay) pue Auew ale
sjueJBiwwi a8yl Ag pue Jo JnoAey ul uonezijigow [eanijod pue Aepljos Ajiep jo
S9SEO 9} 18A 'SU91SI00p JIBY) U0 WSy} Juem Jou op ,S|ed0T, ‘uols|ndxae Jiayl
10} ||D Sueldl|od “syuesgiuwl jo uonendod (Suiylys pue) pasiyouesussip
pue pajojdxa ue sylom aiay) A0 ayy Jo sdoysieams pue splem |eydsoy
‘SUao1 JUBINRISAI Y] Ul ‘4193UdA 8y} pulyag "Alo mopuim-doys e S| (adesiap
pue 199n9 ‘epeid ‘luewlly ‘asaue|iy aJe sajuedwod uolysey aAl doy syl jJo
JN0J) PIAOM UWIBISOM By} JO |ended uolyses ay) ‘A)Io 1sawnsuod ‘uan3 siyl
'SS8UISNQ B 9Y1| ‘SPJOM UMO SIY Ul ‘UnJ 8¢ ISNW ALO B 1.y} SWIejd oym oA\
WBu-e3uad uelUodSNIag B Ag paulanog ‘A)o 1siienplAipul ‘uispow-isod ‘you
e S| UB|I|N "SIUapISal pue SIasn-ssauisng ‘siasn-A}10 ‘sieinwwod — Ayjjiqow
JO swJoy Jayio pue sjpawarow uoneindod yum adod 01 J[8Sl pajepow
-9) pue padeys-a4 sey A9 9y} yolym ul sAkem ayi pue suoliesdiwwi ised
JO SalIoWwsW 8y} IN0ge 91eqap |eal e 4o yieds 0} pageuew sey Siy} JO SUON

*adoin3 Asesodwaiuod ul saoeds
Bureulosey 1sow ay} Jo auo Aepoy uejij\l sexew yoiym sajdoad pue sainynd Jo

A0 a3 Ul
AMleiny, Jo saseo auieziq wioy A8y Y00 0} d1aym Mouy noA 41 Aepoy usas aq
|IIS ued saoeds asay] "ouge} Ueqin ay} 01Ul Pa1eIodiodul dI9M BUIISED By} JO
Auew (uoisuedxa |euisnpul pue a1eAld 9130eYD 8I0W BIA PUB SAOCE PaqLIOSap
adAy ay1 jo uononnsuod olgnd ysnosyl Yyioq) maig ueiiN Sy ‘SpJeArinod
|euad a8ny o0 ‘Sp|dly dYl JO Peos dY} Woly Aeme ‘spiemul paxyoo|
aoeds s|u} Jo 1Jed ,aAnoe, syl “doeds dljgnd pue a1ayds 913SBWOP B} ‘YoM
uaaMlaq syull |eneds dluelIo pue SpieAlinod |eunwiwod 88Ny ‘saluodleq
apIM pue Juo| JIdYl Yum (swuey pieh1unod a8ie|) aurosesd ayy ‘apisAsunod
pJequio] 8y} Ul punoj eyl o} Jejwis sem Juisnoy Siyy ‘Ajjeiniosnyoly



18

By the 1980s, this immigration had all but ended. Italy was a rich country —
the world’s fifth industrial power. For the first time in her history, she began
to attract large numbers of foreign immigrants. Italians could no longer be
found to work in the ‘dirty’ sectors of Italy’s booming service and export-
based economy. Foreigners (cheap, expendable, without rights) were needed
to fill this huge gap — arriving from all over the world to work as cleaners,
carers, builders, and steel-workers but also (although in tiny numbers) as
petty criminals and prostitutes. Where did these immigrants live? (One and a
half million came into Italy between the early 1980s and the end of the
century.) How did their presence plasmate Milan’s urban fabric?

No new houses were built by local or national government for these
immigrants. On the contrary, they suffered from continual eviction and
prejudice in the housing market. Some ended up, as with the southern and
north-eastern immigrants of the 1950s and 1960s, in the (even-more)
crumbling working-class housing of the city centre and old industrial
periphery. Here the presence of a mosaic of immigrants could be seen and
heard on a everyday level through satellite dishes, clothing, cooking smells,
the colours and sounds of different continents. Albanians lived alongside
Egyptians who lived alongside Chinese (a community with a presence in Milan
from the 1920s) and Ecuadorians. Some even managed to buy their own
houses, flats or obtain long-term rents. None had the option to build their
own houses, although some purchased properties in the ex-Coree
themselves. This type of integration into the city led to the formation of a real
urban melting-pot in Milan, without the ghettos shaped by public housing
projects built for the Italian immigrants of the 1950s and 1960s. Hence, the
refusal of the city to do anything at all for the immigrants at the level of
housing has had some beneficial effects in terms of creating an urban mix
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But not all the immigrants of the boom ended up in the Coree. Many
hundreds of thousands were housed in huge local government projects on
the edge of the city. These were, at first, built with the collaboration of
famous architects and using decent materials. This was true of the housing
estates of the 1950s and 1960s that, nonetheless, later became sink
estates with serious problems linked to crime and urban decay. Yet, the
projects of the 1970s and 1980s were even worse. No longer were any
serious decisions taken involving planning or services. Huge tower blocks
were simply thrown up and occupied, without any consideration for their
visual impact on the environment or their isolation from the city centre. These
zones became symbols of urban decline. Quarto Oggiaro on the north-east
periphery was known as The Bronx or Barbon City (Tramp City). The police
were forced to build a new police station at Ponte Lambro near Linate airport
to prevent residents firing at each other across the two huge, long and
straight tower block structures. This ‘new periphery’ merges to some extent
with what has become known as the ‘spread-outcity’ (La citta diffusa)
stretching from Turin to Milan to Venice across the northern part of Italy and
consisting of public housing, small factories and middle-class villas. Here,
across a vast swath of territory, the urban and the rural have ceased to exist.
What we have is an urban environment without the city, and a rural
environment without the countryside. Only recently have scholars,
photographers and environmentalists woken up to this irreversible and
epoch-changing series of developments in the Italian landscape.
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These additions were not merely symbolic, or indications of wealth, but also
sources of income, as they were rented out to families of new immigrants. The
original owners thus moved upwards within their own houses over time
(creating separate entrances and exits). They also moved upwards in social and
cultural terms, away from the bottom of the immigrant scale. Thousands of
immigrants passed through some houses, leaving tiny traces of their presence.

These self-constructed neighborhoods surrounded the whole urban edge of
Milan. They were also given a name — Coree — following their first appearance
at the time of the Korean War, and their similarity to images coming back
from that conflict. The Coree, at their peak, were home to more than
100,000 people. Most Coree construction took place between 1950 and
1960, although what has been called ‘continual construction’ goes on up to
this day. For a time, the Coree were stigmatized as symptomatic of the
problems supposedly caused by mass immigration, and blamed for crime and
other social ills. The Coree were and are fascinating urban spaces, given
their low-rise and crowded feel. Coree shapes and places created
communities, but also led to a separation from the city itself. In some ways,
the Coree inhabitants were recreating the villages they had abandoned to
come to Milan. Coree remain neither urban nor rural spaces. Some have
been eaten up by urban expansion; others are still as intact and different as
they were in the early 1950s. Today, the memory of this period is fading, and
is all but absent from the official history books. Yet these neighborhoods
remain as testimonies to this epoch of mass internal migration and as
monuments to the hard work and sacrifice of the immigrants themselves.
Many remain here, unable to leave the material product (the house) of their
life-changing decision to migrate in the early 1950s.

€T

The second wave of immigration was by far the biggest, and revolutionized
the urban form of Milan, as well as transforming its cultural and political
maps. From the early 1950s onwards hundreds of thousands of migrants
began to arrive in the city from all over Italy. For the first time, thanks to the
‘economic miracle’, poor Italians had an alternative to leaving their country
altogether in search of work. Many chose to board a train in Bari, Palermo,
Verona or Naples and try their luck in the ‘capital of the miracle’ — Milan.
Nearly all the immigrants arrived at the vast central station, a monument to
the industrial city with its huge iron roof and its hundreds of clocks. New
arrivals were left in no doubt from the outset that this was a city governed by
time and by work. The main sources of immigration were two desperately
poor regions; the north-east of Italy (struck by massive flooding in 1951) and
the deep south. During the peak years of the ‘miracle’ (1958-1963), at least
100,000 such migrants arrived every year — 2,000 a week, 300 a day.

Where did these immigrants go in Milan? One long-term process in the city
had seen the working class and the well-off leave the central urban areas —
the former thanks to high rents and eviction, the latter in search of more
salubrious and spacious housing in the suburbs. Some new immigrants
ended up in abandoned poor-quality dwellings (many houses were, literally,
falling-down) in the old industrial centres of the city. New immigrants also
found temporary, overcrowded accommodation in attics, cellars or simply on
other people’s kitchen and bedroom floors. For many, the dreams of a
promised land were quashed almost immediately by the terrible conditions of
their first months in Milan. Times were particularly hard from women, whose
workload was back-breaking and combined with a chronic lack of domestic
space and an absence of any kind of privacy.
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